mich i iy iy S R Rwh ] ?f RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY

Why Did This Happen to Me?
Sermons, Sources, and Starters with Rabbi David Wolpe

1) Anger at God

Psalm 44:24-5

24 Awake, why do you sleep, O Adonai?
Arouse Yourself, do not cast off for ever.

25 Why do You hide Your face,

and forget our affliction and our oppression?
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Habbakuk 1:

2 How long, Adonai, shall I cry, and You will not hear?
I cry out unto You of violence,
and You will not save.
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Babylonian Talmud Yoma 69b

For R. Joshua b. Levi said: Why were they called men of
the Great Synod? Because they restored the crown of the
divine attributes to its ancient completeness. [For] Moses
had come and said: The great God, the mighty, and the
awful. Then Jeremiah came and said: Aliens are destroying
His Temple. Where are, then, His awful deeds? Hence he
omitted [the attribute] the ‘awful’. Daniel came and said:
Aliens are enslaving his sons. Where are His mighty deeds?
Hence he omitted the word ‘mighty’. But they came and
said: On the contrary! Therein lie His mighty deeds that
He suppresses His wrath, that He extends long-suffering
to the wicked. Therein lie His awful powers: For but for
the fear of Him, how could one [single] nation persist
among the [many| nations! But how could [the eatlier]
Rabbis abolish something established by Moses? R.
Eleazar said: Since they knew that the Holy One, blessed
be He, insists on truth, they would not ascribe false
[things| to Him.!
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I 'Translation taken from the Soncino Talmud, available at halakhah.com



http://www.halakhah.com/

2) God Suffering

Eikhah Rabbah, Petihta 24

Another interpretation of "And in that day did the Lord, the
God of hosts, call to weeping and to lamentation': at the time when
the Holy One, blessed be He, sought to destroy the
Temple, He said, 'So long as I am in its midst, the nations
of the wotld will not touch it; but I will close My eyes so as
not to see it, and swear that I will not attach Myself to it
until the time of the end arrives.' Then came the enemy and
destroyed it. Forthwith the Holy One, blessed be He, swore
by His right hand and placed it behind Him. So it is
written, He bath drawn back His right hand from before the eneny
(¢b. 11, 3). At that time the enemy entered the Temple and
burnt it. When it was burnt, the Holy One, blessed be He,
said, 'I no longer have a dwelling-place in this land; I will
withdraw My Shechinabh from it and ascend to My former
habitation; so it is written, I will go and return to My place, til]
they acknowledge their guilt, and seek My face' (Hos. v, 15). At
that time the Holy One, blessed be He, wept and said,
'Woe is Me! What have I doner I caused My Shechinalh to
dwell below on earth for the sake of Israel; but now that
they have sinned, I have returned to My former habitation.
Heaven forfend that I become a laughter to the nations and
a bywotd to human beings!' At that time Metatron came,
fell upon his face, and spake before the Holy One, blessed
be He: 'Sovereign of the Universe, let me weep, but do
Thou not weep.' He replied to him, 'If thou lettest Me not
weep now, I will repair to a place which thou hast not
permission to enter, and will weep there,' as it is said, Buz if
_ye will not hear it, My soul shall weep in secret for pride (Jer. X111,
17). The Holy One, blessed be He, said to the Ministering
Angels, 'Come, let us go together and see what the enemy
has done in My house.' Forthwith the Holy One, blessed be
He, and the Ministering Angels went, Jeremiah leading the
way. When the Holy One, blessed be He, saw the Temple,
He said, 'Certainly this is My house and this is My resting-
place into which enemies have come, and they have done
with it whatever they wished." At that time the Holy One,
blessed be He, wept and said, 'Woe is Me for My housel
My children, where are you? My priests, where are your My
lovers, where are you? What shall I do with you, seeing that
I warned you but you did not repent?' The Holy One,
blessed be He, said to Jeremiah, 'I am now like a man who
had an only son, for whom he prepared a marriage-canopy,
but he died under it. Feelest thou no anguish for Me and
My children? Go, summon Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and
Moses from their sepulchres, for they know how to weep.'
He spake before Him: 'Sovereign of the Universe, I know

D2 MIRAN DNYR ‘1 RIPN (3D 100YY?)
WVITPN VPV YW "M TanD 1915 RN
IR ,WTPNN 122 DR INNY RIN T2
PYNI D9IYN MMR PR 1IN ARY 07 93
ROV YIWRI 10N 1Y NR WIIR RHR 12
12N D22MIRD RN PP NY TY WD PR
19102 RIN T2 VITPN YAV TR MR

(2 DW) :2'M57 RN RTD,PNNR NP
YV NMIRL IR N9N0 1170 NNR VN
qIVIV 1131 MW HY71Y DYANR I0II)
2VIN Y PR 21V RIN P VITPN IR
227919 NYYRI MINN MMIOY PHOR pINA
199K ('N YWIN) 122097 RIN RTN PURIN
219 1VP2Y IMVR? TVR TP MMIPN HR NNIVRY
1912 RIN T2 WITPN 70 YW ININa
NIV INMIVN TVY NN Y NN IR
MMM IRVNY PYWIPYT ,HRIY? Hrawa nond
DNY PINY MMPIY 1N 7NVURIN MMIPRD
%Y Y11 PIVLVN K2 APV MR NI YN
RY NNRY ,N2AR MR :P"WAT 118D IR N
M22% % N7an INR PR DR 19 IR .05an
DI MY T2 PRY DIpnY DIOR ,1VIY
,MYNYN RY ORI (37 71077) INRIY 1IN
112 1IR3 713 2280 YVAI 151N DMINONA
7931 1R12 11V IRYNY RN TN VITPN
A2 D2ANR VY 10 M2 IR ,DNRY IR
LW IRYNY RIN T2 WITRA 190 TN
RIN 712 VITPN IRIW 11991 17185 N
1T M2 3T IRTNIA IR ,VTPND A DR
.DIXTD 121V D2ANR IRAY NNNN

1912 RIN T2 VITPN 7D NYW MIRA

21712 200K 190 733,102 5Y 05 IR MR
7D3% NYYR NN 2DNR 19°0 2AMR 200K 1N
MR .12WNA DRI RYY D3 MINN

DN NNYT AR :7PNPY RN T2 WVITHN
NN NAIN 1D NV T 12119 AY DIRY
212 9Y 891 HY RY AR 0 PRY NN Pna
YN APy PNy DNIaARY RIPY Y
1195 IR 01925 DYTY DY ,DNMIapN
19 IR NP VN 1N YTV OVR YWY
1790 NOW YY TINY 7Y :RIN I WITPN
TINY DINY 13,090 12 :RIPY TP DIM
P07 790 TN DMK DYV TIRY NIRT
109N MARY IR NH9INN NIYnY

1295 PYPANN DNRY (0T YN 3T0Y
21 19 19K .RIN I WVITPN

ROW RINN 1AW 790 YTV PR DAY IR
P07 1NN NRT 12129 AN PN INRY
DINIY 12,090 12 :RIP1 170 DAY HY T
WITPN 79Y Wan NNRY 97 YN TNy
NRY DNVN DN AN D IR .RIN T2
1N IR 2RIN TN VITRN N9Y winan




not where Moses is butied.' The Holy One, blessed be He,
replied to him: 'Go, stand by the bank of the Jordan, and
raise thy voice and call out, "Son of Amram, son of
Amram, arise and behold thy flock which enemies have
devoured." There and then Jeremiah went to the cave of
Machpelah and said to the patriarchs of the world: 'Arise,
for the time has come when your presence is required
before the Holy One, blessed be He.' They said to him,
'For what purpose?' He answered, 'I know not,' because he
was afraid lest they say, 'In thy lifetime has such a thing
happened to our children!' Jeremiah left them, and stood
by the bank of the Jordan and called out, 'Son of Amram,
son of Amram, arise, the time has come when thy presence
is required before the Holy One, blessed be He.' He said to
him, 'How is this day different from other days that my
presence is required before the Holy One, blessed be He?'
Jeremiah replied, 'I know not.' Moses left him and
proceeded to the Ministering Angels whom he recognised
from the time of the giving of the Torah. He said to them,
'O celestial ministers, know ye why my presence is required
before the Holy One, blessed be He?' They replied, 'Son of
Amram, knowest thou not that the Temple is destroyed
and Israel gone into exile?' He cried aloud and wept until
he reached the patriarchs. They immediately also rent their
garments, placed their hands upon their heads, and cried
out and wept until they arrived at the gates of the Temple.
When the Holy One, blessed be He, saw them, immediately
"Inn that day did the Lord, the God of hosts, call to weeping, and to
lamentation, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth' (Isa.
XXI11,12). Were it not explicitly stated in Scripture, it would
be impossible to say such a thing, but they went weeping
from one gate to another like 2 man whose dead is lying
before him, and the Holy One, blessed be He, lamented
saying, 'Woe to the King Who succeeded in His youth but
failed in His old age!'
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Hagigah 12a (First source on Torah T’mimah B’reishit 17:1)

And that, too, is what Resh Lakish said: What is the
meaning of the verse, “I am God Almighty?”
(Bereshit 35:11) [It means], I am He that said to the
world: Enough!?
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2T'ranslation taken from the Soncino Talmud, available at halakhah.com
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To be discussed.

To be discussed.

1. Ignorance;
2. Buber I-Thou
3. Reward and Retribution



